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On Friday, June 28, I was welcomed to Kofu by Mrs.Kubota, Mrs. Shindo,
and Mrs. Osawa, who interpreted for us. Before my husband and I arrived in
Kofu, Mr. Kubota had kindly asked me what I would like to doduring my visit
to Yamanashi Prefecture. I said that of course I would be thrilled to see
Mount Fuji, and that I wouldespecially like the opportunity to meet and get
to know some Japanese women. Although I have been lucky tobeable to visit
Japan several times, Ihad never visited a middlesized, growing city like
Kofu.

Qur day began with a visit to the Meijido jewelry factory,where I met
the owner, Mr.Mochizuki. This beautiful building was designed by Mr.Kubota.
I received a guided a guided lour of the intricate process of making rings
and necklaces, and the four of us admired the beautiful jewelry very much.
Then we went next door to Mr. Mochizuki's lovely home. also designed by Mr.
Kubota, Which has its own tea ceremony room. Mrs. Mochizuki performed the
tea ceremony for us, which Mrs. Kubota and Mrs. Shindo explained it for me.
After two cups of tea, we also visited the rest of the house,

Later as we drove to Erinji temple, I was able Lo see some of
Yamanashi's famous vineyards. We also passed peach trees, and later in the
day we were able to eat some of the delicious peaches. After visiting
Erinji, we had a very special temple lunch at Hokoji temple., There was no
meat at the lunch, it was healthy vegetables beautifully prepared and
served, including a delicious tempura dish of wild leaves and flowers.
During lunch, we relaxed and enjoyed the peaceful temple and garden. We
also discussed differences in Japanese lifestyles and American lifestyles,
beginning with cooking and eating.

After lunch, we drove toward Mount Fuji, and I admired the natural
scenery on the way. Finally we came though a tunnel and I saw Mount Fuji.
There were a few clouds around the top, but later they clearcd away and I
was able to see the whole mountain. It was such an impressive sight. We
drove to Lake Kawaguchi and to another lake, so I was able to enjoy many
views of Mount Fuji. We also enjoyed a very interesting and frank
discussion about childrearing and education in Japan and the U.S. It was a
unigue opportunity for me to learn about real daily life in Japaon,

When we returned to Kofu, we stopped at the art muscum to see its
famous collection. Then we rejoined our husbhands at the closing reception
for the symposium. It was a festive ending for an fascinating but busy
day. After my extensive tour, I feel I have seen the highlights of
Yamanashi Prefecture, but I would love to visit again and get to know it
better. I have to give my thanks to excellent introduction to their lovely
prefecture.

(Z VAT 4 > - =X OISO
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April 4, 1991
By FAX to: 011 81 3 0552 41 9802

1 page only

Kaname Kubota
Archi tect

Kofu City
Yamanashi, Japan

Dear Mr. Kubota:

It was a pleasure to meet with you and your delegation during your
visit to New York City on February 4,

As | mentioned, I plan to be in Japan 1n June, and I would be pleased
to visit Kofu and Yamanashi Prefecture for a day or two to continue cur
discussion and to lTearn more about the planning issues you are facing. My
wife will be with me, so I hope my visit would not be all work - we would also
1ike to enjoy the beautiful scenery of your countryside.

I am beginning to plan my schedule, and it looks tike Thursday and
Friday, June 27 - 28, or Saturday and Sunday, June 29 - 30 would be good days
for our visit,

Miss Ayako &hibatq}Sato in Tokyo (3395 0286} will be helping me
arrange my schedule, so perhaps you could give her a call and let her know

your thoughts about my visit.

Thank you very much, ahd 1 look forward to meeting with you again,

id Mamme
Director
International Urban Studies

Institute of Public Administration
New York City
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